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live with the clouds, the wind, and the stars, and for them
the workings of man fall into another and more distant
perspective

In the sterile valley of Umm al Siqyan there were so
many hillocks to slow up the car that it was just as quick and
far more comfortable to walk. We let the driver pick a way
as well as he could. At one moment the car would be
perched on a mound, three wheels turning in the air, and
at the next it would lurch drunkenly down into a hollow,
nearly turning over. At last the surface seemed to improve
and we sat in the car, but it was not long before the rocking
began again. It made us ill and angry. One violent jerk
cast Sir Andrew hard up against the roof of the can His
head was cut, blood running down his white hair, and as I
helped him out he fainted. We laid him on a sheepskin
coat, and the men made a pillow for him with their coats
laid over a bush.

Forbidden as alcohol might be in Arabia, I had a bottle
of brandy among our medicines, and with this we tried to
revive him. I wondered what more there was that I could
do for him, quite out of reach of any help, alone in that wild
valley. We waited and waited.

There was nothing to do except hope that he would
recover enough to go on. Gradually he did so, and slowly
we once more made our way on over the desolate country
to the hamlet of Al Ara'ira. It was almost dark when we
reached it, but we could see that it was very small and falling
into ruin. Owned by one of the rebel Ikhwan, Mana* ibn
Jimma of the Ajman, it had been abandoned by him after
the revolt. There were only seven houses, a few tamarisk-
trees, and three wells of sweet water about ten feet deep.
We did what we could for Sir Andrew, collecting all our
sheepskin coats to make a couch for him. The cook pro-
mised strengthening broth, and the soldier escort hurried to
make the camp-fire in front of him. As I sat near him,
writing my diary a#d talking to him, a tiny child of the
Ajman came to me and said, as one man in need of a trifle
to another, "Give me a new shirt."